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in the morning by a rustling of dry leaves, he lit a torch,
when to his horror he perceived a huge black serpent of the
most dangerous sort, coiled in a corner, with head erect,
shining eyes, and hissing jaws, ready to dart at him. In-
stinctively he seized his gun and pointed it at the reptile,
when suddenly his arm was struck up, the torch was
extinguished, and the voice of the old chief said, "Don't
fire ! don't fire ! I beg of you. In killing the serpent, it is
me that you would kill. Fear nothing. The serpent is my
elangela? So saying he flung himself on his knees beside
the reptile, put his arms about it, and clasped it to his breast.
The serpent received his caresses quietly, manifesting neither
anger nor fear, and the chief carried it off and laid it down
beside him in another hut, exhorting the missionary to have
no fear and never to speak of the subject.1 His curiosity Belief of
being excited by this adventure, the missionary, Father ^A^er
Trilles, pursued his enquiries and ascertained that among wizard
the Fans of the Gaboon every wizard is believed at initia- {jf^l^
tion to unite his life with that of some particular wild animal of a wild
by a rite of blood-brotherhood ; he draws blood from the ear a^uTof^
of the animal and from his own arm, and inoculates the blood
animal with his own blood, and himself with the blood of the
beast. Henceforth such an intimate union is established
between the two that the death of the one entails the death
of the other, The alliance is thought to bring to the wizard
or sorcerer a great accession of power, which he can turn to
his advantage in various ways. In the first place, like the
warlock In the fairy tales who has deposited his life outside
of himself in some safe place, the Fan wizard now deems
himself invulnerable. Moreover, the animal with which he
has exchanged blood has become his familiar, and will obey
any orders he may choose to give it ; so he makes use of it
to injure and kill his enemies. For that reason the creature
with whom he establishes the relation of blood-brotherhood
is never a tame or domestic animal, but always a ferocious
and dangerous wild beast, such as a leopard, a black serpent,
a crocodile, a hippopotamus, a wild boar, or a vulture. Of
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